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1. Overview 

Select Annotated Agreements provides fully annotated texts (WTO jurisprudence and content) of 
six principal WTO agreements. We are in the process of completing the annotations for additional 
agreements. They will be added to TradeLawGuide as they are completed. 

 

The annotations include TradeLawGuide's Article Citator, Jurisprudence Citator, issue content 
from WTO jurisprudence, cross-references, incorporated instruments, procedural documents, 
negotiating history, and precursor texts. Content is linked to the full text of referenced documents. 
In limited circumstances (e.g., where documents are voluminous or inclusion is not possible due 
to intellectual property considerations) links are provided to external sites. 

The Annotated Agreements provide comprehensive research content on specific WTO 
Agreements. They incorporate all of the innovative features of TradeLawGuide. Their value lies in 
the breadth of content, the level of detail, and the methodical structure of the annotations which 
are organized by subject matter. Other value-add attributes include the treatment of annotated 
terms, whereby terms elaborated upon by jurisprudence in one context are annotated in all other 
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contexts within the agreement. An innovative search tool enables you to search the content of the 
annotations to find subject matter when you are not sure which provision of the agreement is 
relevant. 

2. Structure and Content of the Annotations  
 
The annotations have a hierarchical structure. The top of the hierarchy is the annotation to the 
title of the document, which contains information pertaining to document as a whole.   The bottom 
of the hierarchy is the annotation to a term in the document, which contains information relevant 
to that term only.  
  
The content of the annotations will vary depending on the annotation in question.   
  
There are four classes of annotations in a document.  
  

   
  
#1 – Title Annotation – Relevant to agreement/instrument as a whole. These annotations include 
a directory of all WTO reports, awards and decisions that substantively refer to the 
agreement/instrument in question. They also include negotiating history and links to precursor 
agreements (if any).  
  
#2 – Article Heading Annotations – Relevant to article as a whole. These annotations also include 
the Article Citator, the integrated Jurisprudence Citator, negotiating history and links to precursor 
agreements (if any).  
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#3 – Paragraph/subparagraph Annotations – Relevant to paragraph or subparagraph as a whole 
including the word/phrase annotations for that paragraph or subparagraph.  These annotations 
also include the Article Citator and the integrated Jurisprudence Citator.  
  
#4 – Word/phrase Annotations – Relevant to a particular word/phrase that is defined in the 
agreement/instrument and/or elaborated upon in the jurisprudence. These annotations also 
include the integrated Jurisprudence Citator and cross-references to other provisions.   
  
In this fourth class of annotations:  

(i) words/phases are only annotated where they are specifically addressed in a 
definition or in jurisprudence (where discussions of the terms form part of a more 
general discussion of a provision, the relevant annotation will be at the provision level 
(e.g., article, paragraph or subparagraph annotation)); 

(ii) where a word or phrase occurs more than once within a paragraph or subparagraph, 
only its first occurrence is highlighted with a link (to prevent overloading the text); and  

(iii) where a word/phrase is annotated in one place in an agreement or instrument, all 
other occurrences of the same word/phrase in the agreement or instrument are 
annotated indicating that the word/phrase has been elaborated upon in a particular 
context (the only exceptions are for words that repeat with a high frequency (e.g., “a”, 
“and”, “or”)—see Terms & Phrases for these terms— and where the other 
occurrence(s) of the word/phrase are in another context that makes it obvious that 
the annotation does not apply).   

  
Here is an example of a word/phrase with annotations indicating that the word/phrase has been 
elaborated upon in other contexts:  
  

   
Here is an example of a detailed annotation:  
  



 

Select Annotated Agreements 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 4

   
  
#1 – Article Citator – This is the same data that is included in the stand-alone Article Citator tool 
including the integrated Jurisprudence Citator.  
  
#2 – Defined terms & phrases – These are terms and phrases within the provision that are 
defined in the agreement or instrument.  
  
#3 – Terms & phrases elaborated upon in jurisprudence – These are terms and phrases within 
the provision that are elaborated upon in WTO jurisprudence and that are annotated in the text.  
  
#4 – General content annotations – These annotations summarize the general content of the 
WTO jurisprudence for the provision.  
  
#5 – Relationship with other provisions – This jurisprudence discusses the relationship between 
the provision and other provisions in the agreement or instrument or in another agreement or 
instrument.  
  
#6 – Cross-reference to particularly relevant provision in another agreement – This type of cross-
reference is used most widely for provisions of the Anti-dumping Agreement and SCM 
Agreement.  
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#7 – Other – In this case it is a link to Article VI of GATT 1994 which is referenced in the 
provision.  

3. Header Buttons (PDF, footnote display, navigation icons, font size)  
  
Four icons are displayed at the top right hand corner of each annotated text.  
  

   

3.1. PDF Download Icon  

If you click on the PDF download icon, a formatted text of the agreement will be displayed.  
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3.2. Footnote Display Options  
  
You can select one of two options for displaying footnotes using the footnote display icon.   
  
Under one option, the footnote will be displayed in a pop-up box when you click on a footnote 
number (e.g., [1]). Under this option, the original text remains on the screen and the footnote is 
displayed separately in a pop-up box.  
  

   
Under the other option, when you click on a footnote number (e.g., [1]), the text you are viewing 
will advance to the footnote at the end of the text. Under this option, there is no pop-up box.  
   

   

3.3. Navigation Icons on/off  
  
Turn navigation icons on or off using the on/off icon.  

When turned on (default setting), the navigation icons indicate if a link opens a pop-up box   or 
it advances to another part of the annotated text    
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When turned off, the links are displayed but not the icons.  
  

   
  
The icons are helpful to discern between sequential annotated terms. In this example it is clear 
there are two separate terms annotated when the icons are turned on. 
  

   
 
When the icons are turned off the two separate annotations are not apparent. 
  

   

3.4. Text Size  

 You can choose between 3 font sizes for the annotated texts.   

4.  Search Annotations in Document  
  
A search function enables you to search the content of the annotations in the document.  
  

 
  

  
 
You can choose to display search results sequentially (in the order they occur in the annotations 
in the text) or alphabetically.   
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The alphabetical sort works well for searches that yield a large number of results because the 
term occurs in a dispute name. By sorting alphabetically, it is easier to skip over dispute name 
results and identify substantive results. 
 

   
  
This function is helpful when you know of an issue that is addressed in an agreement but are not 
sure under which provisions the issue arises. For example, if you want to know which provisions 
in the SCM Agreement address debt-to-equity swaps? Just search the word “swap” in the SCM 
Agreement annotation search. As noted above, the search identifies several annotations with this 
term.  
 
If you click on the result the relevant annotation will be displayed.  
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5. Table of Contents  
 
A table of contents provides an overview of the content of the document and enables you to 
navigate to specific parts of the document by clicking on the entries.  
  

   
  
There are condensed and full versions of the table.  The condensed version truncates some of 
the text in the titles to the provisions. Click the link at the bottom of the condensed version to get 
the full version.  
  

   
    

6. Integrated Browser 
 
To see the Article Citator data for a particular entry, click on the citation or short name. The Article 
Citator uses the TradeLawGuide integrated PDF browser to enable you to view PDF documents 
efficiently and with pinpoint accuracy. 
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6.1. Full Citation 
The integrated browser provides the full citation of all WTO jurisprudence documents so you can 
cut and paste the citation into your research document. If you would like to use a short title 
instead of the full citation, it is available from the “Short Titles” tool (discussed above). 
 

 

6.2. Pinpoint Browsing of Paragraphs and Footnotes 
 
TradeLawGuide provides thousands of links to the relevant paragraphs and footnotes of WTO 
jurisprudence documents.  Browsing these links efficiently is made possible by the pinpoint 
browsing function in the integrated browser. 
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Click in PDF Document then Click “F8” on your Keyboard for Full PDF Toolbar: 
 

 
 
Open PDF Document into New Window: 
 

 

6.3. Integrated Jurisprudence Citator 
 
To enable you to “note up” the jurisprudence that is being displayed, the bottom right hand corner 
of the integrated browser has a link to the Jurisprudence Citator data for that report, award or 
decision.  You can find all substantive references to the paragraphs and footnotes of that report, 
award or decision that are made in subsequent WTO jurisprudence. Please see a more detailed 
explanation of this tool in “Jurisprudence Citator”. 
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6.4. Concise Research Summary 
 
A concise research summary of the main findings and conclusions is provided to enable you to 
ascertain the content of the WTO jurisprudence at the various paragraph ranges and whether the 
provision you are researching is a central part of the reasoning and analysis.  
 
The summary is succinct and written at a high level of generality. It summarizes findings and 
conclusions in respect of both substantive and procedural claims. It does not detail legal 
reasoning or interpretations developed in the course of arriving at findings and conclusions. 
 
In addition to providing an overview of the content of the document, where there are a large 
number of paragraph and footnote links, this will enable you to determine which links to click on 
first. 
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6.5. Extracts from Reasons (where relevant) 
 
Where there is considerable reasoning on a particular subject, key points from that reasoning 
may be extracted. The extracts are intended solely to assist you in quickly identifying information 
that is relevant to your research. Please consult the full text of the jurisprudence using the links 
provided. This function is most widely used in the Article Citator. 
 

 
 

6.6. Key Findings (where relevant): 
Where key findings are made on a particular WTO provision, the Article Citator extracts those 
findings. 
 



 

Select Annotated Agreements 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 14

 

6.7. Links to Redacted Texts 

The links to WTO jurisprudence documents are to redacted versions of the texts.  

Redacted versions are limited to the introduction and "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and 
decisions (e.g., procedural issues, preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and 
recommendations). Parts of the texts containing solely argument or attachments that are outside 
of the reasoning sections are removed to reduce the size of the electronic files. These versions 
are also optimized for fast web viewing. The complete version of all reports, awards and 
decisions can be obtained by clicking on the "Jurisprudence" tool (see “Jurisprudence Tool”). 
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