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1. Logging In and Out 
 
To log in, click on “Member Login” and add your username and password.  
 

 
  
If your IP address has open access to TradeLawGuide, you will automatically be logged in to the 
database when you click on the “Member Login” button. 
 
If you are accessing the database from an unsecured wireless network, we recommend using our 
enhanced security link to protect your privacy. Just click in the checkbox. 
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When you have finished your session, click “Member Logout”. 
 

 

2. Subscriber Welcome Page 
 
When you first log in, you will see the subscriber Welcome Page. 
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1. The first time you use TradeLawGuide or the first time you use it from a new computer, 
please check to make sure you have Adobe ® Reader or Professional 8+ loaded on your 
computer. Otherwise, the pinpoint referencing and hit highlighting will not work. For more 
information see “System Requirements and Settings”. 

2. Instructions for “Getting Started” on TradeLawGuide are accessible from this link. 

3. TradeLawGuide is updated daily with all jurisprudence and procedural documents from 
WTO dispute settlement. It takes some time to capture and upload all of the data from the 
jurisprudence documents. If we are currently capturing and uploading data from a 
jurisprudence document it is indicated in the “TLG Updates” box. 

4. Set the size of the screen font. 

5. In the top right corner of your screen are links to the “Short Titles” tool, “Frequently Asked 
Questions” and “Contact Us”. On the far right is the “Member Logout” button. 

6. These are the tabs for accessing the research tools and directories.  

7. On the left side of your screen is the “Quick Menu”. This menu stays on the left side of 
your screen as you scroll up or down. 

8. Short descriptions of research tools with links. 

 

If you have a user-specific account on TradeLawGuide, the Welcome Page will also feature an 
“Edit Profile” tool. This tool will enable you to customize your username/password combination. 
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Click on the “Edit Profile” link, make the changes, click “Submit” and close the “Edit Profile” 
manager. 

 
 

3. TradeLawGuide Learning Centre 
 
The TradeLawGuide Learning Centre is new for 2010.  It contains detailed information and 
tutorials on how to research WTO law and how to use TradeLawGuide. 

4. Browsing Links and Trees 
 
Browsing the content in TradeLawGuide is simple and intuitive.  
 
If you click on highlighted text, information will be displayed: 
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If you click on a PDF icon, a PDF document will be displayed: 
 

 
 
If you click on a [+] sign, a Tree/Branch will open: 
 

 
 

 
 
If you click on a [-], a Tree/Branch will close: 
 

 
 

 
 
If you click on a [+ All], all of the children under the parent branch in question will open (caution: 
there may be a short delay if there is a large amount of data indexed under the branch): 
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5. “More About” Tools and Functions  
 
Each tool and function has a “[more about…]” link that will provide you with more detailed 
information on that tool or function.   
 

 
  
Clicking on the link will open or close (using “[minimize summary]”) the information for all tools 
and functions. Thus, you can conduct your research with the additional information closed to 
reduce the information displayed on each page. Alternatively, you can conduct your research will 
all supplementary information open.  
  
More about information may contain additional links to information about a tool.  
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6. Quick Menu 
 
The left hand column of each page contains a “Quick Menu” that links to other tools and to the 
“Short Title” tool. It makes it more efficient to navigate around the database. The menu stays on 
the left side of your screen as you scroll up and down the TradeLawGuide pages. The menu is 
displayed when you place the cursor on the “Quick Menu” bar.  
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7. “Short Titles” Tool 
 
Have you ever wondered what the difference is between Canada – Milk and Canada – Dairy?  It 
turns out there is no difference.  
  
If you are reviewing WTO jurisprudence or other documents that use informal short titles to refer 
to WTO jurisprudence and you need to ascertain the full title or you have the full title and need to 
ascertain the informal short title, the “Short Titles” tool will assist you.  
 
This tool presents short titles that have been used in WTO reports, awards and decisions. This 
tool is not based on an “official” list of short titles. Rather, it presents short titles that have actually 
been used. Where a short title has not yet been used for a particular report, award or decision, 
none will be presented. Different short titles may have be used for the same report, award or 
decision. Where this is the case, multiple short titles are presented. 
  
Access the tool either though the link at the top right hand side of each page or through the 
“Quick Menu”.  
 

 



 

Getting Started 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 9

 
 
The data in the “Short Titles” tool can be sorted by short title or full title.  
 
It can display titles for WTO jurisprudence or GATT 1947/GATT Code jurisprudence.  
 
Click on [+] symbol to view data.  
 

 
 

8. Integrated PDF Browser 

8.1. Overview 
 
TradeLawGuide uses an integrated PDF browser to enable you to view PDF documents 
efficiently and with pinpoint accuracy. For WTO jurisprudence documents, it also provides links to 
other important information including the Jurisprudence Citator.  
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The integrated browser is used in all of the TradeLawGuide tools when linking to PDF 
documents. 
 

 

8.2. Full Citation 
The integrated browser provides the full citation of all WTO jurisprudence documents so you can 
cut and paste the citation into your research document. If you would like to use a short title 
instead of the full citation, it is available from the “Short Titles” tool (discussed above). 
 

 

8.3. Pinpoint Browsing of Paragraphs and Footnotes 
 
TradeLawGuide provides thousands of links to the relevant paragraphs and footnotes of WTO 
jurisprudence documents.  Browsing these links efficiently is made possible by the pinpoint 
browsing function in the integrated browser. 
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Click in PDF Document then Click “F8” on your Keyboard for Full PDF Toolbar: 
 

 
 
Open PDF Document into New Window: 
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8.4. Integrated Jurisprudence Citator 
 
To enable you to “note up” the jurisprudence that is being displayed, the bottom right hand corner 
of the integrated browser has a link to the Jurisprudence Citator data for that report, award or 
decision.  You can find all substantive references to the paragraphs and footnotes of that report, 
award or decision that are made in subsequent WTO jurisprudence. Please see a more detailed 
explanation of this tool in “Jurisprudence Citator”. 
 

 
 

8.5. Concise Research Summary 
 
A concise research summary of the main findings and conclusions is provided to enable you to 
ascertain the content of the WTO jurisprudence at the various paragraph ranges and whether the 
provision you are researching is a central part of the reasoning and analysis.  
 
The summary is succinct and written at a high level of generality. It summarizes findings and 
conclusions in respect of both substantive and procedural claims. It does not detail legal 
reasoning or interpretations developed in the course of arriving at findings and conclusions. 
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In addition to providing an overview of the content of the document, where there are a large 
number of paragraph and footnote links, this will enable you to determine which links to click on 
first. 
 

 
 

8.6. Extracts from Reasons (where relevant) 
 
Where there is considerable reasoning on a particular subject, key points from that reasoning 
may be extracted. The extracts are intended solely to assist you in quickly identifying information 
that is relevant to your research. Please consult the full text of the jurisprudence using the links 
provided. This function is most widely used in the Article Citator. 
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8.7. Key Findings (where relevant): 
Where key findings are made on a particular WTO provision, the Article Citator extracts those 
findings. 
 

 
 

9. Treatment of Panel Reports that Have Been Appealed 
 
Where TradeLawGuide provides information related to a panel report that has been appealed, it 
provides information relevant to the appeal in the following ways. 
 

9.1. Where the Appellate Body Report has Not Yet Been Issued 
 
Where a panel report is under appeal and an Appellate Body report has not been issued, the 
designation “(Panel Report under appeal)” will be included following the citation. 
 
Here is an example from Directory data: 
 

 
 
Here is an example from Tree/Branch data: 
 



 

Getting Started 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 15

 
  

9.2. Where an Appellate Body Report has Been Issued 
 
Where a panel report has been appealed and an Appellate Body report has been issued in that 
appeal, TradeLawGuide provides the following information. 
 
The citation of the panel report will include reference to the Appellate Body report: 
 

 
 
The Jurisprudence Citator will identify paragraphs and footnotes in the panel report that have 
been explicitly referenced in the Appellate Body report with an asterisk (“*”): 
 

 
 
 
The “Summary” and “Key Findings” (where relevant) for the Appellate Body report will summarize 
the treatment of the panel’s reasoning and findings: 
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Where the information being displayed in TradeLawGuide is addressed by both the panel and the 
Appellate Body, links to both reports will be included: 
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Where the information being displayed in TradeLawGuide is addressed by the panel but not the 
Appellate Body, a link to the Appellate Body report is included. 
 

 
 
 
The Article Citator provides a “By Dispute Name” sort option that lists all reports, awards and 
decisions under a dispute. This enables the viewing of information from both the panel and 
Appellate Body reports on the same screen: 
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