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1. Overview 

The Subject Navigator is an innovative index that serves as a gateway to the subject matter of the 
specific provisions of WTO agreements and instruments and of certain key subjects that do not 
fall within specific provisions (e.g., burden of proof).  
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Information is methodically indexed alphabetically and, for complex subject matter, it is presented 
in the form of an electronic textbook. 

All content is linked to the texts of the agreements, instruments, jurisprudence or other 
documents.   

If you do not know which provisions of the WTO agreements and instruments are relevant to your 
research or if you are researching a core subject that is not found in the provisions, the Subject 
Navigator is the best starting point for your research. In addition to identifying provisions that are 
directly relevant to your research, the Subject Navigator identifies provisions that address similar 
subject matter in other contexts that may be indirectly relevant to your research. 

2. Index of Provisions of the Agreements & Instruments 

2.1. High Level of Granularity/Detail 
The Subject Navigator provides a detailed subject index of the provisions of the WTO agreements 
and instruments. The index has a very high level of granularity whereby subject matter is 
classified to the level of individual sentences in agreements.  

2.2. Subject-to-Provision-to-Jurisprudence 
The subjects link to the relevant provisions of the WTO agreements or instruments which, in turn, 
link to the WTO jurisprudence that substantively refers to those provisions. 

 
 

This approach methodically indexes provisions by subject matter and jurisprudence by relevant 
provision. 

2.3. Sub-index for Each Agreement and Instrument 
The Navigator contains a detailed index for each WTO agreement and instrument. For a list of 
these indices, click on the shortcut at the top of the Navigator. 
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This will display a list of all indexed agreements and instruments. 

 

 
 

Clicking on the name of a particular agreement or instrument will take you to an index for that 
document. The initial view presents a link to the text of the document, branches that explain the 
scope of application of the agreement or instrument, and a branch that contains a subject index of 
that agreement or instrument. 

 
 

The subject index for the agreement or instrument is very detailed. 
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It aggregates common subject matter addressed within the agreement or instrument. 

 

 
 

As you open branches the subject matter is narrowed and more detail is provided. 

 

 
 

There is a link to the relevant provision at the end of each thread of branches.  

 

 
 

The link will take you to the relevant text which will either be fully annotated or will have a link to 
the Article Citator for that provision. The annotations and/or Article Citator provide links to all 
relevant jurisprudence.  For more information on this content, please see “Annotated 
Agreements” and “Article Citator”. 

2.4. Agreement & Instrument Indices Aggregated at the First Level of 
the Navigator 

The first level of the Navigator aggregates all common subject matter in the individual indices for 
the agreements and instruments. 
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Individual subjects are indexed by agreement or instrument and, where the subject matter is 
complex, by subject. 
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This enables you to look across the agreements and instruments when conducting your research 
to identify provisions and jurisprudence that are directly relevant and those that may be 
contextually relevant. 

2.5. Electronic Textbook 
In addition to organizing subjects alphabetically, complex subjects are organized like an 
electronic textbook. For example: 
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3. Index of Key Subjects not Related to Specific WTO Provisions 

3.1. Overview 

Certain key subject matter that does not originate in a provision of a WTO agreement or 
instrument (e.g., burden of proof) has been addressed in detail in WTO jurisprudence. To 
accelerate your research, the Navigator has indexed this material.   

 

In such cases, Navigator content is linked directly to the relevant parts of the texts of the reports, 
decisions, awards, and other referenced documents. 
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3.2. Integrated PDF Browser 
The jurisprudence is displayed in the TradeLawGuide integrated browser.  

 

 

3.2.1. Full Citation 
The integrated browser provides the full citation of all WTO jurisprudence documents so you can 
cut and paste the citation into your research document. If you would like to use a short title 
instead of the full citation, it is available from the “Short Titles” tool (discussed above). 
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3.2.2. Pinpoint Browsing of Paragraphs and Footnotes 
 
TradeLawGuide provides thousands of links to the relevant paragraphs and footnotes of WTO 
jurisprudence documents.  Browsing these links efficiently is made possible by the pinpoint 
browsing function in the integrated browser. 
 

 
 
Click in PDF Document then Click “F8” on your Keyboard for Full PDF Toolbar: 
 

 
 
Open PDF Document into New Window: 
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3.2.3. Integrated Jurisprudence Citator 
 
To enable you to “note up” the jurisprudence that is being displayed, the bottom right hand corner 
of the integrated browser has a link to the Jurisprudence Citator data for that report, award or 
decision.  You can find all substantive references to the paragraphs and footnotes of that report, 
award or decision that are made in subsequent WTO jurisprudence. Please see a more detailed 
explanation of this tool in “Jurisprudence Citator”. 
 

 
 

3.2.4. Concise Research Summary 
 
A concise research summary of the main findings and conclusions is provided to enable you to 
ascertain the content of the WTO jurisprudence at the various paragraph ranges and whether the 
provision you are researching is a central part of the reasoning and analysis.  
 
The summary is succinct and written at a high level of generality. It summarizes findings and 
conclusions in respect of both substantive and procedural claims. It does not detail legal 
reasoning or interpretations developed in the course of arriving at findings and conclusions. 
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In addition to providing an overview of the content of the document, where there are a large 
number of paragraph and footnote links, this will enable you to determine which links to click on 
first. 
 

 
 

3.2.5. Extracts from Reasons (where relevant) 
 
Where there is considerable reasoning on a particular subject, key points from that reasoning 
may be extracted. The extracts are intended solely to assist you in quickly identifying information 
that is relevant to your research. Please consult the full text of the jurisprudence using the links 
provided.  
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4. Researching a Subject that is Not Included in the Navigator 
The Navigator indexes the provisions of the WTO agreements and instruments and 
approximately 60 other subjects that are not linked to a specific provision for which there is 
considerable WTO jurisprudence.   

We have not indexed all subjects addressed in WTO jurisprudence that are not linked to specific 
WTO provisions. Subjects addressed in WTO jurisprudence that are not indexed in the Navigator 
can be efficiently researched using the full text search (see “Text Search”). 

If you identify a subject that has considerable WTO jurisprudence that is not included in the 
Navigator, please let us know and we will include it in the Navigator in order to improve the 
efficiency of your future research. 

5. Using the Navigator 

5.1. Tree/Branch Structure 
The content of the Navigator is organized in a tree/branch structure. The first level of the 
Navigator comprises the general subject headings which are organized in alphabetical order. As 
you open the branches, each additional level provides more detail.   

 
If you click on a [+] sign, a Tree/Branch will open: 
 

 
 

 
 
If you click on a [-], a Tree/Branch will close: 
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If you click on a [+ All], all of the children under the parent branch in question will open (caution: 
there may be a short delay if there is a large amount of data indexed under the branch): 
 

 
 

 

5.2. Using the Back/Forward Buttons on Your Browser 
Use the back/forward buttons on your browser to help you navigate through the branches.  

 
 

If a thread that you open does not lead you in the right direction, click “back” until you return to a 
more general subject that provides options to move in other directions. 

5.3. You can Open the Text of an Agreement or Instrument in a 
Separate Window 

 
At your option, you can open the text of the agreement or instrument in the window you 
are working in (click on the highlighted text) or open it in a separate window (click on 
“view in new window). 
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5.4. Searching the Navigator 
The Navigator includes a search function that enables you to search the first level of the 
Navigator (which aggregates subject matter under general headings) or all levels of the 
Navigator. 

 
It is more efficient to first search the first level of the Navigator. If that search does not yield the 
desired results, search all levels of the Navigator. 

5.5. Clearing the Navigator and Search 
To clear a search or close the branches you have opened in the Navigator, click on the “Clear 
Search/Navigator” button. 

 

5.6. Cross-References 
Cross-references are utilized to link to related subjects and between subjects that have more than 
one subject name. 
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5.7. Links to Redacted Texts 

The links to WTO jurisprudence documents are to redacted versions of the texts.  

Redacted versions are limited to the introduction and "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and 
decisions (e.g., procedural issues, preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and 
recommendations). Parts of the texts containing solely argument or attachments that are outside 
of the reasoning sections are removed to reduce the size of the electronic files. These versions 
are also optimized for fast web viewing. The complete version of all reports, awards and 
decisions can be obtained by clicking on the "Jurisprudence" tool (see “Jurisprudence Tool”). 
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