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1. Overview 
 
The Article Citator provides value-added references made in WTO jurisprudence to specific 
provisions in 72 agreements and instruments. Single click pinpoint access enables you to quickly 
browse through these references.  
 

 
 
The purpose of the Article Citator is to provide you with access to WTO jurisprudence relevant to 
a provision without having it filtered through annotations. In this way, it enables you to undertake 
more comprehensive research and substantially reduces the possibility that you will miss relevant 
jurisprudence on a particular point of WTO law.  
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The Article Citator is also helpful when researching issues that might be addressed in the 
periphery of existing jurisprudence. You can also quickly find references to provisions that are not 
readily apparent because they are made in the context of analysis and reasoning concerning 
other provisions. 

2. The Article Citator Dataset 

2.1. Value-Added References  
 
Information contained in the Article Citator is captured using a process developed to improve the 
efficiency of this tool and, therefore, of your research. 

References included in the Article Citator are restricted to those that have been made or relied 
upon by the decision-maker and thereby provide value-added information. They are limited to 
references in "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and decisions (e.g., procedural issues, 
preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and recommendations). References 
made solely in argument outside of the reasoning sections are omitted.  

To avoid clutter and improve the efficiency of your research, certain other references are also 
excluded. These include references made in the context of restating the arguments of the parties 
(some are nonetheless included where they provide helpful context), references made in the 
context of recalling the procedural and factual history of the dispute, references contained within 
quotations and references that otherwise fall outside of the legal analysis of the Appellate Body, 
panel, or arbitrator. 

References contained in quotations from other reports, awards and decisions are omitted to avoid 
redundancy because such references are included in the Article Citator data for the original 
report, award and decision. Subsequent quotations of these references can be researched using 
the Jurisprudence Citator. 

Despite the exclusion of select references in specific circumstances, references have generally 
been included so as to err on the side of inclusiveness and to provide you with a thorough 
research tool. 

To further simplify your research, where an entire sub-section of a report, award or decision 
concerns a particular provision, a range of paragraphs may be used which includes paragraphs 
that do not explicitly reference the cited provision rather than listing each individual reference. 
This approach has been used sparingly in order to maximize the pinpoint benefit of the Article 
Citator. In most instances, every paragraph in a specified range will contain a reference to the 
provision in question.  

2.2. References are Provision-Specific 

The Article Citator data is specific to the provision in question. For example, the data for “Article 
3” of the Anti-dumping Agreement displays only those references to Article 3 of the Anti-dumping 
Agreement that do not reference any of the paragraphs or sub-paragraphs of Article 3 (e.g., 
Article 3.1, 3.2, etc.). Thus, a reference to Article 3 is captured but not a reference to paragraph 1 
of Article 3 or Article 3.1. For these latter references you need to consult the Article Citator for 
Article 3.1. 



 

Article Citator 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 3

If you wish to fully research a sub-provision, you should view the higher level Article Citator 
entries for the provision as a whole (e.g., if you are researching Article 2.1.1, you should also 
research Article 2.1 and Article 2).  

2.3. References that are Difficult to Find Using a Full Text Search 
 
The Article Citator captures references that are difficult to find using a full text search.  For 
instance, the Article Citator captures all forms of Article 3.2 of an agreement, that is, "paragraph 2 
of Article 3", "Article 3, paragraph 2" and "paragraphs 1 through 3 of Article 3" and it takes you 
directly to those references with a single click. 

3. Selecting an Agreement or Instrument and Provision 
 
The Article Citator lists 72 agreements and instruments.  Click on the highlighted text for the 
Article Citator data and on the PDF icon for a PDF version of the text of the agreement or 
instrument. 
 

 
 
When you click on the article citator data, all of the provisions of the agreement or instrument are 
listed. Where a provision has been referred to substantively in WTO jurisprudence, the number of 
reports, awards or decisions substantively referring to the provision is indicated in brackets. 
 

 
 
Just click on the relevant provision to get the Article Citator data for that provision. 
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4. The Article Citator Tools 
 
The Article Citator provides several tools to enable you to efficiently review its considerable 
dataset. 

4.1. Sort Jurisprudence 
 
The Article Citator provides four options for sorting data for the jurisprudence that cites a 
provision: (i) "reverse chronological order" shows you the most recent jurisprudence concerning a 
provision; (ii) "by dispute" so you can follow the interpretation of a provision through the dispute's 
various phases (e.g., panel, appeal, compliance panel, appeal); (iii) "by passages most frequently 
cited" to give you an indication of the importance of a particular paragraph or footnote reference 
in the citator; and (iv) "by Appellate Body Report". 
 
 

 
 
Just select an option and click on “Sort Directory”. 
 

4.1.1. Reverse Chronological Order (default sort) 
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When you first open the Article Citator for a provision, the jurisprudence is sorted in reverse 
chronological order with the most recent jurisprudence that substantively cites a provision listed at 
the top. Jurisprudence is sorted by date of circulation to the WTO Members. 
 

 
 

4.1.2. By Dispute Name (history of treatment of provision within 
dispute) 

 

Sort “By Dispute Name” in order to follow the interpretation of a provision through a dispute's 
various phases (e.g., panel, appeal, compliance panel, appeal). Data is displayed in reverse 
chronological order where there is a panel and Appellate Body report or a series of panel and/or 
Appellate Body reports that address the same provision. This enables you to ascertain the 
progressive interpretation of the provision throughout the course of the dispute including elements 
of panel reasoning that have been modified or overturned on appeal.  
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4.1.3. By Passages Most Frequently Cited 
 

 
 

The results of the "By Passages Most Frequently Citated" sort option are created by combining 
data from the Article Citator and the Jurisprudence Citator. Where there is a reference in the 
Article Citator to a paragraph or footnote in WTO jurisprudence, that paragraph or footnote is 
ranked in accordance with the Jurisprudence Citator data for that specific paragraph or footnote. 
The more frequently a paragraph or footnote is referred to in the Jurisprudence Citator, the higher 
it is ranked.  

Thus, this sort option provides an indication of the importance of a particular paragraph or 
footnote referenced in the Article Citator. This sort option is most helpful where there is 
considerable jurisprudence citing a particular provision. It can accelerate your research by 
indicating which passages should be examined first.  
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There are two limitations to this option.  

First, passages are only ranked where they have an explicit reference to the provision in 
question. The Article Citator captures explicit references to WTO provisions (e.g., Article 1). If 
paragraph 7.20 of a report explicitly references Article 1, it will be captured in the Article Citator 
data. If paragraph 7.21 of the same report elaborates upon Article 1 but does not explicitly refer to 
it, it will not be captured in the Article Citator data. The one exception is where the paragraph 
elaborating upon the provision is included in a range cited in the Article Citator (e.g., 7.20-7.22 
would capture 7.21). Thus, it is possible that a paragraph of a report is frequently referred to in 
the context of a provision but is not presented in this data sort.  

The second limitation relates to the substantive content of a passage. A passage may explicitly 
reference a provision but may be subsequently referred to in another context. For example, 
paragraph 61 of the Appellate Body report in United States – Gasoline, explicitly refers to GATT 
Article III:4 and is subsequently referred to 62 times. However, it is primarily referred to in the 
context of the principle of effective treaty interpretation rather than Article III:4. 

4.1.4. By Appellate Body Report 
 

 

Sorting "By Appellate Body Report" displays only the Appellate Body reports in reverse 
chronological order.  

4.2. Display Options 
 
When the data is sorted “In Reverse Chronological Order” or “By Appellate Body Report”, four 
display options are provided: (i) no findings or extracts displayed; (ii) show key findings for this 
provision; (iii) show extracts from reasons; and (iv) display full citations/short titles. 
 

 
 
Just select an option and click on “Sort Directory”. 
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4.2.1. No findings or extracts displayed 
 

 
 
The default display is “No findings or extracts displayed”.  This option displays simply the citations 
of the jurisprudence. 
 

 

4.2.2. Show key findings for this provision 
 

 
 
The "Show key findings for this provision" option displays the findings included in the Summary 
that pertain to the provision in question. By selecting this option you can immediately identify 
which jurisprudence provides specific findings relating to the provision you are researching and 
the nature of those findings. 
 



 

Article Citator 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 9

 

4.2.3. Show extracts from reasons 
 

 
 
The "Show extracts for this provision" option displays the Extracts of particularly relevant 
statements made concerning the provision in question, irrespective of whether there were actual 
findings made in respect of that provision. Accordingly, there may be "extracts" to view even if 
there are no "key findings" to view. 
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4.2.4. Display full citations/short titles 
 

 
 
The default setting is to display the full citations of the WTO jurisprudence. 
 

 

You can chose to display the short titles.  

 

The data is taken from the “Short Titles” tool. For a description of the dataset for that tool, please 
see the document entitled “Getting Started on TradeLawGuide”. 
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4.3. Integrated Browser 
 
To see the Article Citator data for a particular entry, click on the citation or short name. The Article 
Citator uses the TradeLawGuide integrated PDF browser to enable you to view PDF documents 
efficiently and with pinpoint accuracy. 
 

 

4.3.1. Full Citation 
The integrated browser provides the full citation of all WTO jurisprudence documents so you can 
cut and paste the citation into your research document. If you would like to use a short title 
instead of the full citation, it is available from the “Short Titles” tool (discussed above). 
 

 

4.3.2. Pinpoint Browsing of Paragraphs and Footnotes 
 
TradeLawGuide provides thousands of links to the relevant paragraphs and footnotes of WTO 
jurisprudence documents.  Browsing these links efficiently is made possible by the pinpoint 
browsing function in the integrated browser. 
 



 

Article Citator 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 12

 
 
Click in PDF Document then Click “F8” on your Keyboard for Full PDF Toolbar: 
 

 
 
Open PDF Document into New Window: 
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4.3.3. Integrated Jurisprudence Citator 
 
To enable you to “note up” the jurisprudence that is being displayed, the bottom right hand corner 
of the integrated browser has a link to the Jurisprudence Citator data for that report, award or 
decision.  You can find all substantive references to the paragraphs and footnotes of that report, 
award or decision that are made in subsequent WTO jurisprudence. Please see a more detailed 
explanation of this tool in “Jurisprudence Citator”. 
 

 
 

4.3.4. Concise Research Summary 
 
A concise research summary of the main findings and conclusions is provided to enable you to 
ascertain the content of the WTO jurisprudence at the various paragraph ranges and whether the 
provision you are researching is a central part of the reasoning and analysis.  
 
The summary is succinct and written at a high level of generality. It summarizes findings and 
conclusions in respect of both substantive and procedural claims. It does not detail legal 
reasoning or interpretations developed in the course of arriving at findings and conclusions. 
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In addition to providing an overview of the content of the document, where there are a large 
number of paragraph and footnote links, this will enable you to determine which links to click on 
first. 
 

 
 

4.3.5. Extracts from Reasons (where relevant) 
 
Where there is considerable reasoning on a particular subject, key points from that reasoning 
may be extracted. The extracts are intended solely to assist you in quickly identifying information 
that is relevant to your research. Please consult the full text of the jurisprudence using the links 
provided. This function is most widely used in the Article Citator. 
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4.3.6. Key Findings (where relevant): 
Where key findings are made on a particular WTO provision, the Article Citator extracts those 
findings. 
 

 

5. Links to Redacted Texts 

The links to WTO jurisprudence documents are to redacted versions of the texts.  

Redacted versions are limited to the introduction and "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and 
decisions (e.g., procedural issues, preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and 
recommendations). Parts of the texts containing solely argument or attachments that are outside 
of the reasoning sections are removed to reduce the size of the electronic files. These versions 
are also optimized for fast web viewing. The complete version of all reports, awards and 
decisions can be obtained by clicking on the "Jurisprudence" tool (see “Jurisprudence Tool”). 
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