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1. Overview 
 
The Jurisprudence Citators enable you to quickly evaluate the status of statements in paragraphs 
and footnotes in jurisprudence and any nuances created by subsequent Appellate Body, panel 
and arbitrator statements regarding the statements. 
 

 
 
The Citators provide you with a high degree of confidence when relying on jurisprudence.  
 
The WTO Jurisprudence Citator provides pinpoint references made in WTO jurisprudence to 
paragraphs and footnotes in previous WTO reports, awards and decisions.  
 
The GATT 1947 Jurisprudence Citator provides pinpoint references made in WTO jurisprudence 
to GATT 1947 and 1979 GATT Code reports. 
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2. “Noting Up” Jurisprudence References 
 

"Noting up" in the domestic law context refers to, inter alia, examining the judicial treatment of a 
case. It is a crucial step in legal research. It must be accomplished methodically and 
comprehensively.  

Noting up allows you to determine whether jurisprudence is still good law and determine what 
adjudicators have been saying about that jurisprudence. This is invaluable for understanding the 
interpretation of the jurisprudence and can lead to jurisprudence that has applied the law to 
similar facts. 

The Jurisprudence Citators enable you to note up WTO jurisprudence. 

3. Using the Jurisprudence Citators in Conjunction with Other Research 
Tools 

 
TradeLawGuide is designed to lead you to a “thread” of law relevant to the issue you are 
researching then follow that thread through subsequent jurisprudence, through discussions in the 
Dispute Settlement Body and into future jurisprudence. 
 
The Jurisprudence Citators are central to this capability. Once you find a single reference in a 
case that is relevant to your research you can follow that reference through subsequent case 
references that refer back to it. As you work your way through these subsequent references, you 
will see how the body of law has developed and how it has been applied to various facts. 
 
To make it easy to follow these threads, the Jurisprudence Citators are included in the integrated 
browser. Whenever there is a reference in the database to a paragraph or footnote in a WTO 
report, award or decision, you can immediately note up that reference simply by clicking on the 
Jurisprudence Citator button that is included with that reference. 
 
The Jurisprudence Citators are also included as a stand-alone tool. This tool can be used when 
you use the full text search to identify a relevant paragraph or footnote in WTO jurisprudence and 
want to follow the thread created by that reference. It can also be used during meetings, in 
conference calls or in hearings to quickly ascertain the status of jurisprudence references. 

4. The Jurisprudence Citator Dataset 

4.1. Value-Added References  

Information contained in the Jurisprudence Citators is gathered using a process developed to 
improve the efficiency of this tool and, therefore, of your research. 

The Jurisprudence Citators provide value-added information, because they are restricted to those 
references that have been made or relied upon by the decision-maker. They are limited to 
references in "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and decisions (e.g., procedural issues, 
preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and recommendations). References 
made solely in argument outside of the reasoning sections are excluded.  
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To avoid clutter and improve the efficiency of your research, certain other references are also 
excluded. These include references made in the context of restating the arguments of the parties 
(some are nonetheless included where they provide helpful context), references made in the 
context of recalling the procedural and factual history of the dispute and references that otherwise 
fall outside of the legal analysis of the Appellate Body, panel, or arbitrator. 

References contained in quotations from other reports, awards and decisions are omitted to avoid 
redundancy because such references are included in the Jurisprudence Citator data for the 
original report, award or decision. 

With respect to reports, awards or decisions issued in a single dispute that reference each other 
(including Appellate Body and compliance reports), the Jurisprudence Citator includes only 
explicit references to paragraphs and footnotes. General references to the document (i.e., those 
references that are not pinpointed to a paragraph or footnote) are not captured because of their 
limited utility. 

Despite the exclusion of select references in specific circumstances, references have generally 
been included so as to err on the side of inclusiveness and to provide you with a thorough 
research tool. 

4.2. References that are Difficult to Find Using a Full Text Search 
 
The Jurisprudence Citators capture references that are difficult to find using a full text search.  
For instance, they capture all forms of reference to a report including the full citation, short name, 
and generic references (e.g., “the report”).  Where possible, where a report has been referred to 
generically or simply by name or citation, we have identified the specific paragraph(s) being 
referred to.  

5. WTO Jurisprudence Citator  
 

 
 
The WTO Jurisprudence Citator shows whether, where and how WTO reports, awards, and 
decisions have been subsequently cited by the Appellate Body, panels and arbitrators in the 
context of legal reasoning and findings.  
 
Cited jurisprudence is listed by dispute name.  
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Citations for individual documents can be viewed by clicking on the relevant dispute name. 
 

 
 
For each cited document, you can view:  
 
All references to this report, award or decision - This category includes citations that reference 
the document generally without specifying a paragraph or footnote of the document along with 
those that cite specific paragraphs and footnotes of the document. 
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References to specific paragraphs & footnotes of this report, award or decision - This category 
includes only those citations to a particular paragraph or footnote of the document. Where 
possible, we have converted references to a document generally to references to a specific 
paragraph or footnote of the document. Paragraph references also show the number of reports, 
awards or decisions referring to a paragraph (e.g., "(2)"). 
 

 
 

 
 
If a paragraph or footnote of a panel report has been explicitly referred to on appeal, it is identified 
with an astrix (e.g., "*"). 
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When you click on a paragraph, footnote or general reference, a list of  

The Jurisprudence Citator initially sorts jurisprudence by dispute name. Data can also be sorted 
to present jurisprudence in reverse chronological order with the most recent report, award or 
decision presented first.  

 

6. GATT 1947 and GATT Code Jurisprudence Citator  
 

 
 
 
The GATT 1947 and GATT Code Jurisprudence Citator shows whether, where and how 128 
GATT 1947 and GATT Code reports, awards and decisions have been subsequently cited by the 
Appellate Body, WTO panels and WTO arbitrators. All citations to each jurisprudence document 
are shown. This citator does not present paragraph/footnote categories of citations. 
Citations are linked to the full text (PDF) of the citing documents to enable you to ascertain the 
substantive nature of each citation. 

The Jurisprudence Citator is another unique feature of TradeLawGuide. It shows whether, where 
and how WTO reports, awards, and decisions (i.e., WTO jurisprudence) have been subsequently 
cited by the Appellate Body, panels and arbitrators in the context of legal reasoning and findings. 

The GATT 1947 and GATT Code Jurisprudence Citator shows whether, where and GATT 1947 
or GATT Code reports, awards or decisions have been subsequently cited by the Appellate Body, 
WTO panels and WTO arbitrators. All citations to each jurisprudence document are shown. This 
citator does not present paragraph/footnote categories of citations. 
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7. Integrated Browser 
 
To see the Article Citator data for a particular entry, click on the citation or short name. The Article 
Citator uses the TradeLawGuide integrated PDF browser to enable you to view PDF documents 
efficiently and with pinpoint accuracy. 
 

 

7.1.1. Full Citation 
The integrated browser provides the full citation of all WTO jurisprudence documents so you can 
cut and paste the citation into your research document. If you would like to use a short title 
instead of the full citation, it is available from the “Short Titles” tool (discussed above). 
 

 

7.1.2. Pinpoint Browsing of Paragraphs and Footnotes 
 
TradeLawGuide provides thousands of links to the relevant paragraphs and footnotes of WTO 
jurisprudence documents.  Browsing these links efficiently is made possible by the pinpoint 
browsing function in the integrated browser. 
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Click in PDF Document then Click “F8” on your Keyboard for Full PDF Toolbar: 
 

 
 
Open PDF Document into New Window: 
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7.1.3. Integrated Jurisprudence Citator 
 
To enable you to “note up” the jurisprudence that is being displayed, the bottom right hand corner 
of the integrated browser has a link to the Jurisprudence Citator data for that report, award or 
decision.  You can find all substantive references to the paragraphs and footnotes of that report, 
award or decision that are made in subsequent WTO jurisprudence. Please see a more detailed 
explanation of this tool in “Jurisprudence Citator”. 
 

 
 

7.1.4. Concise Research Summary 
 
A concise research summary of the main findings and conclusions is provided to enable you to 
ascertain the content of the WTO jurisprudence at the various paragraph ranges and whether the 
provision you are researching is a central part of the reasoning and analysis.  
 
The summary is succinct and written at a high level of generality. It summarizes findings and 
conclusions in respect of both substantive and procedural claims. It does not detail legal 
reasoning or interpretations developed in the course of arriving at findings and conclusions. 
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In addition to providing an overview of the content of the document, where there are a large 
number of paragraph and footnote links, this will enable you to determine which links to click on 
first. 
 

 
 

7.1.5. Extracts from Reasons (where relevant) 
 
Where there is considerable reasoning on a particular subject, key points from that reasoning 
may be extracted. The extracts are intended solely to assist you in quickly identifying information 
that is relevant to your research. Please consult the full text of the jurisprudence using the links 
provided. This function is most widely used in the Article Citator. 
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7.1.6. Key Findings (where relevant): 
Where key findings are made on a particular WTO provision, the Article Citator extracts those 
findings. 
 

 

8. Links to Redacted Texts 

The links to WTO jurisprudence documents are to redacted versions of the texts.  

Redacted versions are limited to the introduction and "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and 
decisions (e.g., procedural issues, preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and 
recommendations). Parts of the texts containing solely argument or attachments that are outside 
of the reasoning sections are removed to reduce the size of the electronic files. These versions 
are also optimized for fast web viewing. The complete version of all reports, awards and 
decisions can be obtained by clicking on the "Jurisprudence" tool (see “Jurisprudence Tool”). 
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