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1. Overview 
 
The Treaty Interpretation tool provides you with the provisions and jurisprudence encompassing 
the rules of treaty interpretation applicable to the WTO agreements and instruments. These are: 
 

1. Articles 31-33 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties; 

2. Article 3.2 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding (DSU); 

3. Article IX:2 of the WTO Agreement; and 

4. Article 17.6(i) of the Anti-Dumping Agreement. 

 

 
 
 
To select particular rules, click on the relevant link. 
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2. Annotated Texts 
 
The WTO jurisprudence is presented in the form of annotations to the relevant legal text. 
 

2.1. Highlighted Text and Navigation Icons 
 
The annotations are identified with highlighted text and navigation icons. Just click on an 
annotation and the relevant information is displayed. 
 

 
 
If you find that the navigation icons interfere with reading the text, you can turn it off by clicking on 
the control icon at the top of the page. 
 

 
 

 
 

2.2. Structure and Content of Annotations 
 
The annotations have a hierarchical structure. In the Treaty Interpretation tool, the top of the 
hierarchy is the annotation to section of a text (i.e., Part III, Section 3 of the Vienna Convention), 
which contains information pertaining to Section 3 as a whole. In the middle of the hierarchy are 
the annotations to the Article headings and to the paragraphs and subparagraphs of the Article.  
These annotations contain information relevant to the Article heading, paragraph or subparagraph 
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as a whole. The bottom of the hierarchy is the annotation to a specific term in the text, which 
contains information relevant to that term only.  
 

 
 
The content of the annotations will vary depending on the annotation in question.  
 
The annotations to the Article headings, paragraphs and subparagraphs include links to the 
Article Citator for that provision. The purpose of this link is to provide you with immediate access 
to all WTO jurisprudence citing that provision without having it filtered by annotations. 
 

 
 
The annotations concisely set out the jurisprudence in a tree/branch structure. 
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2.3. Articles 31-33 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties & 
Interpretative Issues, Rules and Principles 

 
Articles 31-33 of the Vienna Convention are the principal rules used to interpret the texts of the 
WTO Agreements and instruments. 
 
These rules are presented in annotated form.  
 

 
 
Numerous interpretative rules and principles have been developed in the context of the rules of 
interpretation of the Vienna Convention. These are presented in tree/branch form below the 
annotated text. 
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2.4. Article 3.2 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding (DSU) 
 
Article 3.2 of the DSU sets out the requirement to interpret the covered agreements "in 
accordance with customary rules of interpretation of public international law". These customary 
rules are codified in Articles 31-33 of the Vienna Convention. 
 

 
 

2.5. Article IX:2 of the WTO Agreement 
 
Article IX:2 of the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization (WTO 
Agreement) establishes that the Ministerial Conference and the General Council have the 
exclusive authority to adopt interpretations of the WTO Agreement and of the Multilateral Trade 
Agreements. 
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2.6. Article 17.6(ii) of the Anti-Dumping Agreement 
 
Article 17.6(ii) of the Anti-Dumping Agreement sets out a special rule of interpretation for the 
provisions of the Anti-Dumping Agreement. 

 

3. Searching the Annotations 
 
The Treaty Interpretation tool provides a search function to search the contents of the annotated 
texts and associated information. 
 
Type a term into the search field. 
 

 
 
Click on the relevant result. 
 

 
 
The requested information is displayed. 
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4. Integrated Browser 
 
To see the Article Citator data for a particular entry, click on the citation or short name. The Article 
Citator uses the TradeLawGuide integrated PDF browser to enable you to view PDF documents 
efficiently and with pinpoint accuracy. 
 

 

4.1.1. Full Citation 
The integrated browser provides the full citation of all WTO jurisprudence documents so you can 
cut and paste the citation into your research document. If you would like to use a short title 
instead of the full citation, it is available from the “Short Titles” tool (discussed above). 
 

 

4.1.2. Pinpoint Browsing of Paragraphs and Footnotes 
 
TradeLawGuide provides thousands of links to the relevant paragraphs and footnotes of WTO 
jurisprudence documents.  Browsing these links efficiently is made possible by the pinpoint 
browsing function in the integrated browser. 
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Click in PDF Document then Click “F8” on your Keyboard for Full PDF Toolbar: 
 

 
 
Open PDF Document into New Window: 
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4.1.3. Integrated Jurisprudence Citator 
 
To enable you to “note up” the jurisprudence that is being displayed, the bottom right hand corner 
of the integrated browser has a link to the Jurisprudence Citator data for that report, award or 
decision.  You can find all substantive references to the paragraphs and footnotes of that report, 
award or decision that are made in subsequent WTO jurisprudence. Please see a more detailed 
explanation of this tool in “Jurisprudence Citator”. 
 

 
 

4.1.4. Concise Research Summary 
 
A concise research summary of the main findings and conclusions is provided to enable you to 
ascertain the content of the WTO jurisprudence at the various paragraph ranges and whether the 
provision you are researching is a central part of the reasoning and analysis.  
 
The summary is succinct and written at a high level of generality. It summarizes findings and 
conclusions in respect of both substantive and procedural claims. It does not detail legal 
reasoning or interpretations developed in the course of arriving at findings and conclusions. 
 



 

Interpretation Tool 
www.tradelawguide.com 

 
 

Copyright TradeLawGuide Limited – All rights reserved 10

In addition to providing an overview of the content of the document, where there are a large 
number of paragraph and footnote links, this will enable you to determine which links to click on 
first. 
 

 
 

4.1.5. Extracts from Reasons (where relevant) 
 
Where there is considerable reasoning on a particular subject, key points from that reasoning 
may be extracted. The extracts are intended solely to assist you in quickly identifying information 
that is relevant to your research. Please consult the full text of the jurisprudence using the links 
provided. This function is most widely used in the Article Citator. 
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4.1.6. Key Findings (where relevant): 
Where key findings are made on a particular WTO provision, the Article Citator extracts those 
findings. 
 

 

5. Links to Redacted Texts 

The links to WTO jurisprudence documents are to redacted versions of the texts.  

Redacted versions are limited to the introduction and "reasoning" sections of reports, awards and 
decisions (e.g., procedural issues, preliminary findings, interim review, findings, conclusions and 
recommendations). Parts of the texts containing solely argument or attachments that are outside 
of the reasoning sections are removed to reduce the size of the electronic files. These versions 
are also optimized for fast web viewing. The complete version of all reports, awards and 
decisions can be obtained by clicking on the "Jurisprudence" tool (see “Jurisprudence Tool”). 
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